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Difficult decisions

Jo admits that not having more top horses has also
sometimes made her a cautious competitor.“l was

in eighth place going into the show jumping at
Chatsworth CIC*** last year, but | ended up riding
apprehensively because | was dying for it to go well,”
she explains. She then had a difficult decision to make
at this year's Hartpury CIC™".

“l was in second place after the dressage and show
jumping but the ground was rock hard,” she says.
“I'knew I'd not get another cross-country run before
Blenheim, and so Faere Vision would only have done
two cross-country rounds in over a year before the big
three-day, but I'd never have forgiven myself if he'd
injured himself, so | withdrew.”

Jo's result at Blenheim was not a fluke, however, and
since her first visit abroad to Saumur CCI*™™ in 2004,
she’s felt less of an outsider.“| think some of the British
thought I'd gatecrashed the riders’ cocktail party —one
even asked me who | was grooming for,” she laughs.
“However, once they'd got to know me, they've been
fantastic and given me lots of advice and support.”

Joiis now aiming to fulfil her lifelong dream of riding
at Badminton with Faere Vision, the horse she bought
as a three-year old for £3,000.

“I had wanted to buy a horse with points, but they
were too expensive,” she explains. ‘Although I've had to
wait for him to come up the ranks, at least | know all
the mistakes are my own.”

Jo May and Faere Vision, the horse she bought for just
£3,000 as a three-year-old — she hopes to ride him at
Badminton next spring, and fulfil a lifelong dream.
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